
 Tack ’n Togs Merchandising8

Industryfocus

W.F. Young, Inc. Marks 115 Years
Few companies in the equine trade 

industry can trace their lineage back 
to 1892, but W.F. Young, Inc. is one of 
them. The makers of Absorbine brand 
products remains family-owned with a 
long history of service to the industry.

“Over the century we’ve been in busi-
ness our customers have come to trust the 

Absorbine brand, and that’s not some-
thing we take lightly,” said 
Tyler F. Young, President 
and CEO of W. F. Young, 
Inc. and the fourth genera-
tion of the family to lead 
the company, “We strive to 
maintain that trust by offering only the 

most innovative and high-quality prod-
ucts that provide real value 
to horse enthusiasts.”

W. F. Young, Inc. began 
with a liniment recipe cre-
ated by Mary Ida Young, 
wife of Wilbur Fenelon 

Young. An amateur horticulturist, Mary 
Ida developed her all-natural formula 
because she disliked the harsh chemi-
cals that were used at the time to treat 
soreness and lameness in horses. 

Wilbur used the product on the horse 
he drove while delivering pianos for the 
Wilcox and White company. As word 
spread about how effective their lini-
ment was, Wilbur and Mary Ida soon 
had so many orders that they set up a 
bathtub in their kitchen to mix enough 
of the product to meet demand.

In 1892, Wilbur founded W. F. 
Young, Inc. with a $500 loan from his 
father, who called him a “darned fool” 
for starting a business that depended on 
horses, which were rapidly being re-
placed by the automobile.

Today, the Springfi eld, Mass.-based 
company is one of the largest marketers 
of horse care products in the world.The 
company’s philosophy focuses on cre-
ating a partnership with consumers—a 
legacy that can be attributed to it’s roots 
as a family business that depended on 
the reputation of a single product to de-
velop customer loyalty. 

“We maintain a long-view approach to 
research and development that supports 
our dedication to the equine market,” 
said Young. “We’ve experienced impres-
sive sales growth for the past 10 years, 
which has helped to solidify our leader-
ship position within this industry.”

W.F. Young, Inc. is a marketer of 
many top equine brands, including 
ShowSheen Hair Polish and Detangler, 
UltraShield Insecticide and Repellant, 
Hoofl ex hoof care products and Horse-
man’s One Step Leather Cleaner and 
Conditioner. 

For a dealer near you or for more in-
formation, visit www.absorbine.com.

Sandal heart. Moccasin soul.

1113 East Hennepin Ave

Authentic moccasins, fringe, boots 
and sandals for over 60 years. 

Soak up the sun for Spring 2008.
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