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Excitement crackled in the air as the 
2007 version of the Rolex Kentucky 
Three-Day Event, presented by Far-
nam, kicked off in Lexington April 25.

But an event still more than three 
years away also captured the attention 
of horse enthusiasts.

The Alltech World Equestrian 
Games, to be held in the fall of 2010 at 
the Kentucky Horse Park, are already 
generating great excitement. Billed as 
one of the largest horse events to be 
held in the United States, the games are 
expected to draw 600,000 visitors over 
a 14-day run.

Title sponsor Alltech presented its 
vision for the games to 150 media rep-
resentatives during a press conference 
and later at a media dinner for those 
gathered to cover Rolex.

For the past 25 years, Alltech has qui-
etly been building a base in the equine 
feed industry from its home base south 
of Lexington. In 1983 it launched Yea-
Sacc, designed to optimize fi ber di-
gestion and nutrient utilization. It has 
followed a variety of products, includ-
ing Sel-Plex, a selenium yeast product 
known to impact fertility and antioxi-

dant status.
Alltech is a leader in equine research 

and is gearing up to use the equine ge-
nome, recently mapped, to keep horses 
healthy.

At the head of the company is an 
affable Irishman, Dr. Pearse Lyons, 
whose primary role for the next three 
years appears to be head cheerleader 
for the FEI games. He will be traveling 
the world inviting riders and spectators, 
alike, to come to what he often calls 
“my old Kentucky home.” 

Lyons was asked at one point what 
his company hopes to get in return for 
its $10 million investment in the games. 
He used a marketing analogy from the 
computer world, Intel, whose phrase 
“Intel Inside” has become popular in 
the United States. Lyons said his com-
pany would like to use “Alltech inside” 
as a way of promoting every horse in 
the world being on an Alltech feed 
supplement.

Details on how manufacturers and 
retailers can be part of the event are 
forthcoming.

Australian rider Clayton Fredericks 
posted the top score in the event aboard 

Stage Set for 2010 World Equestrian Games

Dr. Pearse Lyons provided details of 
Alltech’s $10 million sponsorship of the 
World Equestrian Games in Kentucky in 
2010 at a press conference during the 2007 
Rolex.

Ben Along Time, with former Aussie 
team rider and now American competi-
tor Phillip Dutton fi nishing second.

The trade show portion of the Ro-
lex was relocated from tents to a more 
permanent structure this year, tucked 
in a slightly out-of-the-way location. 
There were no complaints from any of 
the vendors, however, most of whom 
reported brisk business selling every 
horse product imaginable.
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