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Simpson credits the legendary customer service as part 
of the reason Georgia was brought under the Rocky 
Brands umbrella, along with Durango Boot, in 2005. 

“With the right company, it’s gotten even better for 
the reps,” he said. “Those who thought they could do 
without a sales force are either out of business or are 
trying to get a sales force back.” 

“Rocky Brands will explode within the next couple of 
years,” Simpson predicts. He praises the leadership of 
company executives Tommy Morrison and Lee Lemon. 
“They’ll travel with you, any support they can give you.” 
His regional sales manager, Dave Maxwell, also joins 
him for a week on the road a couple of times a year. 

Simpson is a hit with his clients as well. Once during a 
vacation, Morrison visited one of his stores, J&H West-
ern in West Monroe, La. Owner Ja Nell Gentry Rose 
gave him the third degree. 

“Who are you? Where’s Jim? What have you done 

One of three big rigs that George Waggoner, owner 

of The Boot Store “on wheels” takes to his client’s 

facilities. Inside is a display area, a fi tting room and a 

store room loaded with boots.
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OOn this early morning, the sun fights a futile battle against the heavy rain clouds.
Nature wakes with a vengeance, welcoming the life-giving rain after a long

drought. Scads of fluffy acacia seeds cover the ground like snow. Somewhere in the
steaming wafts of mist tangled between the ancient trees, hundreds of birds greet the
refreshing air with their song.

Far away on the horizon, a herd of mares grazes beneath the delicate acacia trees.
These horses are not bothered by cold, heat, or rain. Living outside all year, they are
inured from an early age to all kinds of weather. Now the mares are nibbling with pleas-
ure at the sweet, white acacia blossoms while their foals lie sleeping in the wet grass.
One of them was born the night before, sheltered by the herd, not by a stable. This is
also the reason why the herd has moved unusually close to the stud farm. The animals
know that they will be helped in an emergency, and they sense that the humans are as
interested in the newborn as they are themselves.

The foals, thriving in these conditions, slowly start the day. One after the other,
they finally stand up. Then they go and meet their friends, scramble together through
the brushwood, snuffle around, and have a good scrub on knotty trees before return-
ing to their mothers for a hearty gulp of milk for breakfast.

We accompany János Lóska on his morning rounds. The well proportioned, shin-
ing mares with lots of spirit are all his pride and joy. He gives 25-year-old Szirka an es-
pecially long and loving look: the old mare will have her last foal in July. A short whistle
and dozens of fine, expressive heads turn toward us. Calmly, the noble horses set them-
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From: HIDING GLORY

Laura Chester

As we rode, I could see dawn appearing in another world. The stars

were like a sugar sprinkling behind us, glittering up the dark, while

a whole new landscape was unfolding, with brilliant colors and vibrant

bird songs. So, this was the country where children could play without

mothers or teachers hanging over them.

When we landed, it was like bouncing on a great big cushion. I

smelled something sweet, like apples or honey. The grass was so soft, it

looked like feathers to me. Glory and I were both incredibly thirsty. I

slid out of the saddle, and cupped my hands. It was the best tasting

water I had ever had. It smelled of the forest, but it was sparkling clean.

I wondered what we would eat when we got hungry.

“You’ve got strawberries hiding in your hair,” Glory whispered, as if

he could read my mind. I ran my fingers through my hair, and he was

right. Delicious ripe berries fell into my hands. Deep in my pockets I

found hard tack cookies. I nibbled on these and watched Glory graze on

the soft green grass, until he had had his fill. “We’re in Joya now,” he

proclaimed, “where your flowers and birds and mammals were named,

before they were sent to earth.”

I tried not to think about what would happen next, as Glory lay

down beside me, resting his muzzle in my velvet lap. He wanted to nap

before we continued. So, I let him sleep, stroking his forelock, gently un-

snarling the tangles that had gathered in his mane. His muzzle was in-

credibly soft, and I stroked it too, and felt his grassy breath upon my leg.

His nostrils quivered as he breathed in and out, and his eyelids seemed

to flutter like petals.

I think I fell in love with Glory right there upon that mossy hillock,

with Joya leaves wafting in the breeze overhead, sunlight filtering

through them. He was as still and delicate as the most perfect flower. I

felt like he was already my very best friend, and that we would always

take care of each other.
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Congress Leather
CHAPS HEADSTALLS HALTERS

Also Top Brand Name Horse Care Products From: 
Bickmore®, Cowboy Magic®, Equi-Pharm™, 
Exhibitor Labs, Fiebings, Hawthorne, Horses 

Prefer™, J.M. Saddler, Lexol®/Corona®, Merial, 
Mustad, Probios®, Select The Best®, Shapley’s™, 

Straight Arrow®, W.F. Young & More.

Featuring Made in The USA Top Quality:

Plus our  Star Rider line of quality imports:
Silver trim, tack, blankets, saddle pads and more!

Great Free Freight Policy and Special Quanity Prices.
Find out how your store can have it’s own retail 

catalog - that will add to your pro t line!
To become a Congress Leather dealer, call: 

1-800-321-7955 or 1-800-362-6911
Also, visit our web site at www.congressleather.com

for additional details and application.
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